Navigation Instructions for Navigation.php / Navigation class

Seattle Central / Gig Central

When dealing with the Navigation.php library,  know that it produces two navigation bars, one for the header menu and one for the footer menu. 

3 variables are set at the top of the page:


var $headerMenu = array();  //The array holding all header navigation elements


var $footerMenu = array();  //The array holding all footer navigation elements


var $out; // The HTML string to be returned

The first function we have is called init(), and this holds $menuOne (header array links), $menuTwo (footer  array links) and two commands which sets  our navigation menus accordingly.

Below are our header and footer navigations as they are today, with instructions on how to manipulate them following:

function init(){


# HEADER NAV


$menuOne = array


(



1 => 
array(




'text'

=> 
'Home',




'link'

=> 
base_url(),




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



),



2 => 
array(




'text'

=> 
'Find a Gig',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'gig',




'show_condition'=> 1,




'parent'
=>
0



),



3 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'Post a Gig',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'gig/add',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



),

                        4 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'Find a Venue',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'venues',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



),

                        5 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'Post a Venue',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'venues/add',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



),

            

6 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'Profiles',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'profiles',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



),

            

7 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'FAQ',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'pages/faq',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
1



),


            8 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'add a profile',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'profile_form',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
6



),


            9 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'Contact us!',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'contact',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



)


);//end $menuOne


# FOOTER NAV


$menuTwo = array


(



1 => 
array(




'text'

=> 
'Startup Central',




'link'

=> 
base_url(),




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



),



2 => 
array(




'text'

=> 
'About',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'pages/about',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



),



3 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'Contact',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'contact',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



),



4 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'Disclaimer',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'pages/disclaimer',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



),

            

5 =>
array(




'text'

=> 
'RSS',




'link'

=> 
base_url() . 'rss',




'show_condition'=>
1,




'parent'
=>
0



)


);//end $menuTwo


$this->setHeaderMenu($menuOne);


$this->setFooterMenu($menuTwo);

}// end function init
'text' :


The text that will show up as a clickable link
'link':


This string is used as hyperlink to the given destination.


base_url() is the url of our application instance (this can be changed in our config file);



ex: //example.com/gig-central/


The name of the page is added to the end of the string. Refer to the pages folder under view, or routes.php
'show_condition': 


Dictates whether or not we are allowed to see this menu
'parent':

Dictates which array this child element belongs to. If you are creating a dropdown menu, choose which child element you would like to be the menu, and simply change it's parent index to match the item you would like it to fall under.
Following function init() , we have:

function __construct(){

    $this->init();

}


//  Constructs our init() function
function setHeaderMenu($myMenu){

    $CI =& get_instance();

    $this->headerMenu = $myMenu;

}


// We assign the CodeIgniter object to a variable with get_instance (which will allow us to extend off of the CodeIgniter object so we can use it's native resources), then assign headerMenu as our parameter used inside of our function ($myMenu).
function setFooterMenu($myMenu){

    $CI =& get_instance();

    $this->footerMenu = $myMenu;

}


// This does the same thing as listed above for our function setHeaderMenu.
Please note:

* We have header and footer functions that do the same logic, so I will keep the document short by listing only the:
· public function loadHeader()

· private function hasChildren()

· private function getChildren()

* Refer to the same notes for listed here for:
· public function loadFooter()

· private function hasChildrenFooter()

· private function getChildrenFooter()

Public Function loadHeader() will build our header html for us (an unordered list with anchored list elements), and will dynamically create our link destinations with our $menuOne header array:

public function loadHeader($selected = null)

{


$out = '<ul class="nav navbar-nav">';


foreach ( $this->headerMenu as $i=>$arr )


{



if ( is_array ( $this->headerMenu[ $i ] ) ) 

           {//must be by construction but let's keep the errors home




if ( $this->headerMenu[ $i ] [ 'show_condition' ] && $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'parent' ] == 0 ) 




{//are we allowed to see this menu?





// Set class for current nav item - Binary safe case-insensitive string comparison





(strcasecmp($this->headerMenu[ $i ] [ 'text' ], $selected) == 0 ) ? $class = "active" : $class = "";





if($this->hasChildren($i))





{






$class .=" dropdown";






$out .= "<li class=\"" . $class . "\">";






$out .= "<a href=\"" . $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'link' ] . "\" class=\"dropdown-toggle\" data-toggle=\"dropdown\">";






$out .= $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'text' ];






$out .= '<b class="caret"></b>';






$out .= '</a>';






$out .= $this->getChildren ( $i ); //loop through children






$out .= '</li>' . "\n";





}else{






$out .= "<li class=\"" . $class . "\">";






if($this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'link' ]!=null)
{







$out .= "<a href=\"" . $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'link' ] . "\">";







$out .= $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'text' ];







$out .= '</a>';






} else {







$out .= "<span>".$this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'text' ]."</span>";






}






$out .= '</li>' . "\n";





}




}



}



else



{




die ( sprintf ( 'menu nr %s must be an array', $i ) );



}


} //end foreach


$out .= '</ul>';


return $out;

}// end public function loadHeader()

Public function loadHeader() broken down (listed functions appear below):

· $out is started off with a string giving us the beginning of our unordered list.
· foreach ( $this->headerMenu as $i=>$arr ) assigns the current element's key to the $i  variable on each iteration
· if ( is_array ( $this->headerMenu[ $i ] ) )  Checks for an array
· if ( $this->headerMenu[ $i ] [ 'show_condition' ] && $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'parent' ] == 0 ) Checks to see if we are allowed to see the menu
· (strcasecmp($this->headerMenu[ $i ] [ 'text' ], $selected) == 0 ) ? $class = "active" : $class = "";     This checks to see if the nav item is active, and if it is it sets the class to active. This also is a binary safe case-insensitive string comparison
· if($this->hasChildren($i))  Checks to see if the list item has child elements, and if it does it styles them accordingly.  Otherwise it does not create a dropdown.
· $out is completed with an ending ul tag, and is returned as a navigation string.
private function hasChildren($menu_id)

{


foreach ( $this->headerMenu as $i=>$arr )


{



if ( $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'show_condition' ] && $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'parent' ] == $menu_id ) 



{




return TRUE;



}


}


return FALSE;

}// end public function hasChildren


//Assigns the current variables key to $i and then checks to make sure we are allowed to see the menu and that it has the correct parent.
private function getChildren ( $el_id )

{


$has_subcats = FALSE;


$out = '';


$out .= "\n".'
<ul class="dropdown-menu">' . "\n";


foreach ( $this->headerMenu as $i=>$arr )

     {



if ( $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'show_condition' ] && $this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'parent' ] == $el_id ) 

            {//are we allowed to see this menu?




$has_subcats = TRUE;




$out .= "<li><a href=\"{$this->headerMenu[ $i ][ 'link' ]}\">{$this->headerMenu [ $i ] [ 'text' ]}</a>" . $this->getChildren ( $this->headerMenu, $i ) . "</li>";



}


}//end foreach


$out .= '
</ul>'."\n";


return ( $has_subcats ) ? $out : FALSE;

}// end function getChildren()

Update 6/7/2016 – Alexandre Daniels

When creating a new nav item follow the pattern above and make sure that you add this line of code (below in the picture) to the constructer inside of the controllers folder. If you don’t, the nav item will not light up when you visit the page. Nothing will break though. ONLY ADD THE HIGHLIGHTED ITEM!!! The other lines you  see are most likely in the file already.

checks to see whether or not we are allowed to view them, and returns our html string.
