
Gig Central Installation Guide 
 

Step 1 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Create a gig-central folder on your local 
server.  
 
If you have a folder that is monitored by 
GitHub, save the gig-central folder in the 
root folder of that monitored folder. 
 
 
Step 2 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Download the ​CodeIgniter​ app and unzip it onto your 
desktop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 3 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Select all the folders and files in the 
2nd ​CodeIgniter folder and transfer 
them to the gig-central folder. 

  

https://www.codeigniter.com/


Step 4 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Using the Github desktop app, clone 
the gig-central application from the 
gig-central/gig-repo-1​ repo and 
save it to your desktop. 
 
Note: In order to clone the gig-central 
repo, you need to be added as a 
contributor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 5 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Copy all of the files in the 
gig-repo-1 folder into your 
gig-central folder, replacing 
any files when it asks you to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 6 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Upload the gig-central folder to the root folder of your domain’s remote server.  
 
Open a browser and test your url. Eg: ​http://www.your-domain/gig-central/ 
 
At this point, you will have a number 
of PHP errors, but that’s ok because 
you have not set up the database.  
 
We’ll do that next. 
 
 
 
 
Step 7 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Open ​application/config/database.php​ in Brackets (or your text editor of choice) and fill in 
your database credentials, then save. 
 

 

http://www.your-domain/gig-central/


 
Step 8 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Open ​application/config/config.php​ and fill in your base URL (at approximately line 21): 
 

$config[‘base_url’] = ‘​http://domain.com/gig-central/​’;  
 
Note: Make sure to include the final backslash 
 
Step 9 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Upload the ​config.php​ and ​database.php​ files to the remote server. 
 
Once they are uploaded ​delete the ​database.php​ file​ ​from your local folder​ so that it does not get 
committed to the repo. 
 
Step 10 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Open ​custom​_​config.php​ in Brackets. 
 

Fill in your email credentials and SMTP settings provided by your webhost or bulk-email service (if 
you are using one). ​Note: If you do not do this, Gig Central will be unable to send any email. 
 
$config['email_contact_sendto']​ should be set to a monitored email account used to 
handle user inquiries sent from the website. 

 

http://domain.com/gig-central/


Note: Some email services (eg, Gmail) will not allow a custom "From" address, and will send all 
emails under the name of the account used to send the email. In these cases, 
$config['autoemail_from_address'] ​will have no useful effect. 
  
Step 11 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Go to​ ​https://www.google.com/recaptcha/intro/index.html​ ​and click the button 
to retrieve your recaptcha keys. 
 
Register your site: 

 

https://www.google.com/recaptcha/intro/index.html


Step 12 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Copy the site key and secret key. 

 
 
Step 13 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Back in the ​custom​_​config.php ​file, paste in 
the keys.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 14 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Next, go to ​https://developers.google.com/maps/documentation/embed/get-api-key​ to get the 
Google Maps Embed API key. 
 
Click the
button.  
 
Copy the API key into the 
custom_config.php ​file. 
 
 
Save and upload ​custom_config.php ​to the​ ​remote server. 

https://developers.google.com/maps/documentation/embed/get-api-key


Step 15 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Go to your MySQL manager (Adminer/PhpMyAdmin/etc) and import the sql file from the sql folder in 
the root of the gig-central folder: (​gig-central\sql\database.sql​). 
 
Note: This file might have a series of numbers after the word “​database​”. Those numbers are a 
date, choose the most recent version. 
 

 

Note: If you have trouble, try clicking  and copying the content of the sql file into 
the SQL command field and running it that way.

 
 
 
 
 



Step 16 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Go to your url. Everything should be running and look something like this: 
 

 
 
Troubleshooting Tips 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Database Errors: 

● Verify that the database credentials in ​database.php​ are correct 
● Ensure the Gig Central SQL file has been installed correctly and the tables have been 

created.  
● Verify that the SQL file is being applied to the correct database (eg, applying it to DB 

sp16_​somethingelse​, when the ​database.php​ file specifies ​sp16_​gigcentra​l​) 
 



CSS 
If the application's main page does not load correctly and instead looks something like this: 

 
 
...go to the folder where Gig Central is installed and make sure the public folder exists in the same 
level as the application folder (like in this picture): 

 
If that’s not the problem, double check that you uploaded all the files you made changes to to the 
remote server. 
 
No Recaptcha File Found 
Make sure the ​custom_config.php​ file has 
been filled out with the appropriate values, and 
uploaded​. 
 


